Why We Say NO to an Escalation of US Troops in Iraq

Sending more troops is a strategy that has already been tried and has failed

Last summer we increased U.S. troops in Baghdad by 12,000. Since that "surge" the level of violence and the loss of American and Iraqi lives have increased significantly. There is no evidence that expanding this approach even further would lead to a different result.

Americans oppose an escalation and voted for the troops to come home
A CNN poll last month said only one in ten Americans supporting sending more troops to Iraq. Fewer than a third of Americans support the war, and more than half say they want U.S. troops out of Iraq within a year. Before the November Congressional elections, Americans told New York Times pollsters that if the Democrats won they expected Congress to end the war.

Leading Members of Congress have criticized the surge

Senate Majority Leader Reid and House Speaker Pelosi wrote to President Bush in opposition to increasing U.S. troops in Iraq. Republican Senator Hagel called Bush’s proposal to send more troops "Alice in Wonderland." Republican Senator Coleman said, "Baghdad needs reconciliation between Shiites and Sunnis. It doesn't need more Americans in the cross hairs." Senator Biden says senior Administration officials have concluded they have already "lost Iraq" and are simply delaying so the next President can be blamed for having to withdraw. This would mean thousands of U.S. troops could die for a political calculation, just as thousands of American soldiers died in Vietnam after President Johnson concluded the war was lost, as revealed by Johnson's tapes.

Top U.S. generals have criticized the surge

General Abizaid recently told the Senate Armed Services Committee: "I met with every divisional commander, General Casey, the Corps commander, General Dempsey… And I said… if we were to bring in more American troops now, does it add considerably to our ability to achieve success in Iraq? And they all said no."

US troops have questioned this policy

Last month US soldiers stationed in Baghdad told AP that "the Iraqi capital is embroiled in civil warfare between majority Shiite Muslims and Sunni Arabs that no number of American troops can stop." They worried that "dispatching a new wave of soldiers would result in more U.S. casualties," and questioned whether "an increasingly muddled American mission in Baghdad is worth putting more lives on the line."

There is no military solution, only a political solution
The United States needs to work with regional governments, including Iran and Syria, to achieve reconciliation in Iraq. In a recent poll conducted by the University of Maryland, 82% of Democrats and 72% of Republicans said we should directly engage with Syria and Iran to establish a political solution in Iraq, as was unanimously recommended by the bipartisan Iraq Study Group.

