Instructions:

The following page is a sample press release about the Thursday night events. Here's what to do:

1) Fill in the blocks marked with yellow with your local information (time, location, etc.)

2) Read over the release

3) Fax, e-mail or hand-deliver it to your local newspaper and television station. Their telephone number will be listed in the local telephone book, and the receptionist will be happy to give you the contact information for delivering press releases.

4) CALL TO FOLLOW UP! This is the MOST important part of the entire process. Editors expect follow-up calls, and this will do more to ensure your event gets covered than anything else. For newspapers, ask for the city editor; for television stations, the assignment editor. Ask if they received your announcement, and if they plan to send a reporter. 
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CONTACT: Trevor FitzGibbon, 202.246.5303

Wednesday, January 10, 2006                                Alex Howe, 202.822.5200







           [LOCAL CONTACT INFO]
     
**[City Name] Participants to Upload Personal Photos and Videos**

[City Name] to say NO! to Bush’s Iraq War Escalation

Action Planned at [Location] in [City Name] 

Linked to Dozens of Cities in Nationwide Action

Revolutionary Use of Internet Tool Calls for Immediate Congressional Action

Within 24 hours of President Bush’s announcement of an escalation of troops in Iraq, [CITY NAME] residents and others around the country will hold events and upload personal YouTube appeals and photos calling on their member of Congress to say “No!” to the President’s new plan.

[CITY NAME]-area participants have begun to download “NO!” signs, and to circulate petitions urging Congress to exercise it’s power of the purse to block any escalation of the war in Iraq, while providing sufficient funds for a safe and secure exit for U.S. troops in 2007. They are preparing to do battle in Congress over the President’s request for supplemental funds to ensure that no money can be used to increase U.S. troop levels in Iraq.

The President’s willful disregard of last November’s mandate to get U.S. troops out of Iraq will ignite a series of events which, in addition to the “NO!” campaign, will include

a massive protest march in Washington, DC on January 27th (organized by United for Peace and Justice), a follow-up lobby day on January 29th at the Capitol, and a “Meet-up with your Member day” at Congressional District offices in February. 

In his primetime address Wednesday, the President is expected to call for an escalation of troops, which sharply conflicts with the sentiment of the majority of Americans according to recent polls and the mid-term election results.

The campaign is led by former Member of Congress and National Director of Win Without War, Tom Andrews.  Win Without War is the nation’s largest antiwar coalition.

The YouTube action is part of a larger campaign organized by Win Without War and led by coalition partner TrueMajority to pressure the President and Congress to exit Iraq.

WHAT: 

WHO: 

WHERE: 

WHEN: 
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